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It's close to One in da mornin’ and | can’t get no sleep. | can
remember many a weeknight, staying out in the clubs until
three & four in the morning maxxin’ wit’ my man Meshack.

For those that ain’t in the know, let me inircduce myself. I'm
Loupy, and you've probably seen my name off and on in
the Masthead. Truth be known, I've been around since the

No Sellout days. When | was'nt there in the writing capacity,
you can best believe | was in the Blackground making sure
Kronick got to the places where it would arrive in your
hands from Hood to Hood. But before getting all
sentimental, an shit, here’s why I'm up on the other side
of midnight at the computer.
| had picked up the Kronick with Erykah Badu on the
Cover from a Wherehouse by my jizznob, and stopped
by the home-office to give Shack my feedback... plus
my Sis (who provided transportation) & | really wanted
to smoke some Ooooh!!! When we got to his tilt, |
handed Shack some Titans. “Yo, what you got those
for?”, he snorted. “l ain’t got no weed"!! Meshack then
walked right past me and hugged my Sis whom he
hadn’t seen in a couple of years. We then proceeded
to the upstairs office. “We need to go on a mission”,
Mr Blaq declared. “First we gotta cash in some chips,
then roll over to the twamp spot”. After getting the
clearance to run interference from Sis-Luv, we were
off to see the Wizard.
So on the streets of L.A. we're rollin’ and chillin’,
listenin’ to the radio and talkin’ “bout this, that, &
the third. Meshack starts into the wild weeknights
we used to put in when we were rollin’ in my raggedy-
red, tonka-toy pick-up, going to clubs to put in work.
They were good memories of unfortunate times, like
the instance when Meshack passed-out drunk on
the curb next to my truck where he slept until | came
out of the jamm-packed Jamaica House at TCFKAGS
(The Club Formerly Known As Glam Slam). Or
another time we went to Innerview Redman & Method
Man at a Hotel in Hollywood. | got so twisted on
Deuce-Deuces & Blunts, | passed out during the
Innerview, and later next to my truck. That time tho,
the Sheriffs rolled on us because in the process of
getting to the truck, we had to stop and lean against
a fence for a moment as | regained my composure
and concerned neighbors called in a report of "two
suspisious-looking Black males’ roaming the area
with a duffle bag looking over fences. And we all got
a laugh out of the time we were at Jamaica House
to see the Grave Diggaz and pass out Kronicks, when
my pick-up got ganked. Those were some of the myriad
moments in the process of servin’ up these Kronicks
and having a good-ass time while doing so.

So by now, you're like, "What's the fucking point'? Right?
Tonight, Shack announced that this very issue would
be entirely dedicated to the Wu-Tang Clan!!! What???

A WU ISSUE?!? If there's a bigger Wu Fan out there, |

dare you to write in with your True depths into their
Chambers!! When | bought that first Wu album, | listened
to it everyday for a solid 32 rotations of the Sun, kid! | took

a day off, and felt like a Runaway Slave when | popped in

the tape the following day, Nuh!! Needless to say the Wu
fulfilled Prophesy of “Songs going Gold, no doubt”. In fact,
they became a Multi-Platinum, diversified Super-Group. No
group in Musical History in any Genre has pulled off what the
Wu has. Not only has “Wu-Inc.” dominated the Hip Hop scene

When | hought that fir

with their music and fashion, but individually the Gods have given
of themselves a glimpse into the Chambers that make up the
Wu-Cipher. They have successfully married commercial appeal
with a street attitude that stays as true as their allegiance to each
other and the community at large: all the while doing something
that members of other groups can only dream of doing; going
solo while maintaining a Group status. And once again proving
the detractors wrong by Forming Like Voltron and coming twice
as nice the second time around with a double-disc! Wu-Tang
Forever is no mere slogan!!

Most newbies may not be aware, but there were NO COVERS
on any Magazines for the first Wu album EXCEPT the third (Feb
94) Kronick. They were still relatively unknown to the masses,
though the Underground headz were awakened by the Buzz of
the Killa Bee Swarm. Then Meth’s album dropped; he was featured
on an exclusive Cover with Redman for our Chocolate-Greenleaf
(Feb 95) issue. When Grave Diggaz came thru, Kronick was on
the case with a Headshot. OI’ Dirty Bastard dropped solo and
Kronick got one of the most colorful Innerviews to date. Gza got
his in the Two-Year Anniversary issue as we spoke from his cell-
phone while driving on the streets of Manhattan. But all that
was’'nt enough. We here at Kronick went RUGGED & RAW...
Head-up with the Shaolin Soldiers on the Frontline of WAR:
Geared with Fatt Sacks, cameras loaded with extra rounds,
Brothas SUITED, BOOTED & ZOOTED!!! Alas, we bring the
Complete Book of WU; chapter by chapter.

| can't get no sleep because I'm excited. Excited that this Issue
is here. Just like the Wu always do what has never been done
before, so does the Kronick. Shit like this was put into motion
before the Beginning of Time for this Moment. And it’s our pleasure
to complete this Mission in your behalif.

Loupy
Online Motivator
Blcknbluz@aol.com
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Ssturning to the 36 Chambers after the myriad chapters and
verses from the respective solo joints to keep us warm, the
Wu Tang saga continues. Back again to fulfill Prophesy of the
impossible: ten Black Men in full cooperation to bring that which
was Hidden and Forbidden for it's Revolutionary-Evolutionary
message of the True Divine. Plus, Hip Hop doesn’t get any
rawer or unadulterated than what these modern Pyramid-
builders bring. Welcome to the God Body called Wu. Fellow
orsthren and sistren take heed to the lyrical two-edged sword
presented to you via the voices and rhythmic parables of the
RZA, GZA, Method Man, Old Dirty Bastard, Raekwon the Chef,
Ghostface Killah, U-God, nspeckiah Deck, Cappadonna, and
Masta Killah.

This has to be the biggest story in the History of Kronick to
date despite the February 1994 Cover done on WU when they
first broke loose with the now-Classic Enter The 36 Chambers
LP. Fast Forward to the set of their Triumph Video for the
double-disc return of Wu- Tang Forever. All members are
present and accounted for except one and from the looks of
things, the actual factual has yet to be comprehended. So listen
along to your Wu Tang Forever, Enter The 36 Chambers, Tical,
Return To The 36 Chambers: The Dirty Version, Only Built For
Cuban Linx, Liquid Swords, Iron Man, and Grave Diggaz albums
whilst attempting to translate the text. Individually and collectively,
Wu-Tang is FORMING LIKE VOLTRON...

[The day before our scheduled junket (along with MTV) at their
secret sound-stage. for Triumph, Wiggles [also known as P-
Wiggy or just P] & | ventured to the location to check for bugs
and implants. What we saw is what follows:

4:45 PM. Pre Day- We arrive and park. Security is lax. We
stroll past the lounging extras onto the set. Seeing our contact
from Fine Sistas P.R., we try to use her celly to contact our
second shooter (Loupy [uncommonly known as L-Diggy or
Lou-Dog]) to bring him on. The cell is dead fulla static. We spot
Raekwon in the Director’s chair fixed to the monitor while
various local Liggers (read: Jolly Ranchers a.k.a. Loser Niggas')
stand around only to be ignored. Rae’s attention is on the
staged verse of Masta Killah who appears towering above the
imaginary crowd. Our Contact tells us that other members are
in the area, but after a thorough Search and Reconnaisance
effort, Wiggles & | are out til man~ana.

4:00 PM. WU Day 1- As soon as we drive up, security is on
us like a cheap suit, but they're cordial. After encouraging
Loupy, Wiggles & | to go to the media "tent’ between the two
sound stages and wait for our contact, we sit in the ride and
blaze one just to loosen up the vibes. Rollin’ three deep can
be too visible when strapped with cameras and shit so we case
the area of strategic importance and gravitate.

4:25 PM. WU Day 1- Spotting Cappadonna in the center of a
cipher (another local Jolly Rancher Weeny Roasting) we make
our move conspicuously handing him a Kronick in full sight of
a pack of blunts. Once Donn realizes who we are, he sidesteps
the circumference and establishes the initial contact bringing
us into the WU Cipher. Before we can chop Game, a set crew

member swiftly intercepts our moves and we have to wait and see.

4:55 PM. WU Day 1- After politickin’ with Promotions man
Cash over some La-La to get on the set, we spot Masta Killah
on his way to the main stage. After speaking with him, it wasn't
long before our contact from Fine Sistahs came looking for us.
She pulled us onto the set and here’s where the fun begins...
Our contact has us wait in a room and tells us she’s sending
in the first member she can grab. A few moments later, |
impatiently go see where she disappeared to in the sea of
crew, press, and extras making my way to the dressing Room.
There she is at the door looking stressed when out from the
shadows pops U-God with what'’s left of a Blunt in hand. he says
he'll be right out as soon as he's done *Steaming’. A few moments
later he emerges to take the pole position as Point Man.

Aliowmeto
demonstate the skill
of shaolin

my third eye seen it comin, before it happen




KRONICK: So um, this next issue is gonna be a Wu Exclusive-
type shot where | do individuals. So we get the Blessing of going
with you first. Brotha U-God, one of my first questions would o=
in the midst of the Wu Empire hittin’ hard for the last three or four
years and a lotta solo albums comin out: When will the U-God
album be comin’ out? -
U-GOD: Well, I'ma start workin’ on my shit right after we finis>~
doin’ all this buncha Press; This Tourin’. Like in between time
I'm like this on the Daily. But right now | can’'t get a chance i
really sit down and get comfortable. | moved. My house is 2
wreck. | ain’t really get settled in yet. So right about now. I'm
just... Just dwellin’ ight now on Thoughts. 'm tryin’ to get my Thougs
together to see how I'm gonna get y’all: how I'ma attack this.
KRONICK: What have you been doin’ to maintain over the ==
few years aside from the Touring and the different aspecis of &=
Empire like the Clothing Line?

U-GOD: Well, | got a couple of 1-900 numbers. Um... I'm 2
Hustler, period. | just been chillin’, God. My people still carry ==
you know? All | gotta do is be focused on what | gotia do! ! dor®
really have to be stressin’ myself about where I'm gonnza o=t &
next piece of food from. My People’s take care of me
basically been doin’ that. And I've just been focusing on my
Rhymes. As you gonna see in the Wu Album. You gonnz s== =
little somethin; just a little touch of what I'm gonna do o yo
KRONICK: Alright. The last time | got to see Broth
Wau out here was during the Soul Train Weekend. W =%
beginning seemed like a weekend out of Heaven, but tumeas o

D=y T=ne
-GS0t =
KS0MIDE. e o= oss of Notorious B.1.G. Also, a couple of
y=== =on T s=me e of voilence hit home with you; we were
s==Smm et e o your Youths. Um, if there’s anything that
you ' Be= I S=w 2tout S Violence, and any words of
socoursssmene i S0 young people out there?
U500 = se= =20 =ncouragements for awhile. Man, the
orle T 2 s sow Man. ITs just like, Yo. Just leave that
S 2ome Dee - =eee ow=l on that Negativity right there. You
Soow s=use ¢ = ooere come back Wicked at you. The way you
5= L = Be wes wow e is where it comes back around.
¥ou s=et Ses Be _=ws of Nature. If you gonna do Evil, then
Sl S &= e Pecpen 10 you. So that's all | got to say
ESOMICE. S Ser T everything that the Wu has touched
SEs S lumes m Sk or Piatinum, are there any specific
Temes o oets @ smer pesonality that'll come out on your solo
abpr”
LS00 OF smus= D= =we=ys been a background Brotha. Like
Tow we Sese Seen Tw Lot i diferent ways in the background.
gue=s S Seamie S kmowe. You know? But as far as my
Swe | w=m Peome op s W 2lbum to get a taste of what |
c=n ot Siart sowe e mo it to what | can do. You can't
s ouf me B = c=eaery. cause 'm just gonna keep doin’
S S %o ooere o= Gk=. Where the fuck that come

T e e ek et carme from?’ It's just gonna keep
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mitn’ like that! That's the reason why | like to be so quiet with

shit.
KRONICK: Yea, it seems like when | traveled the expanse of
$oughts in my head of U-God. Seein’ your person in Videos or
Movies like The Show; it seems like you're a now you see him,
now you don't type of Brotha. You know what | mean?
U-GOD: They call me the Ralph-Mouth, the Grouch in ya House.
You ain’t really see my side. See, People don't know: | don’t be
oiayin’. That's why I'm so quiet. It's just, | be on the Down-Low.
e & Masta Killah are like two of the quietest members. So We
Just be on the Low. And keep it Movin'.
XRONICK: But then, like one of the most memorable verses off
e first Wu album comes from The Mystery Of Chessboxin’;
your verse. You know, the way you come Strong! And then it
ss=med like, you don'’t hear from a Brotha for awhile throughout
e process of the other albums.
U-GOD: Yea.
KRONICK: And then um, like we'll see you in the Riddler Video
or somethin’.
U-GOD: See, you ain't hear Black Jesus on Starks album? You
2in't hear me on Who's The Knucklehead on Rae’s album. Cause
people probably did'nt even know who was on there; there was
so0 many Niggaz on there. Um, Menace To Society, um Winter

XRONICK: Right!

U-GOD: People did’'nt even know that was Me that set it off.
KRONICK: We Are The Champions?

U-GOD: Champions: Me & Cappa Donna. If It's Alright With
You... It's like, certain things... It's like, We threw out so much
Shi, it's that | don’t Understand: some people don't grasp it until
you do your solo Shit. Then they gonna be like, *Oh, these are
21 the shits that he did’. Then they wanna do a collective of all
your shit. But you know, | get Busy, Man. | Gets Busy.
KRONICK: So what's the part in the Video, if you could describe
%, when they show your verse?

U-GOD: | don’t even know right about now, Man. I'm Fuckin’
Heated right now. | don’t know what's gonna happen with my
werse right about now, Man! I'ma just have ta just come with
Poise. | just have ta freak it on some Camera Shit: some funny

Camera-Trick Shit! I'ma just have ta put the Charisma in it. Yo .

know, | don't really know! First | was supposed ta b
upside-down. You know? | DON'T KNOW!! There's so

comes out the lllest, we gonna put it on the TV out there for ya.
KRONICK: Alright. Another question would be about the A K.A.’s.
Yours is Lucky Hands?

U-GOD: | got Lucky Hands, Baby U, Golden-Eye, Golden Arms.
Um... Goldstein, Ralph-Mouth Grouch.

KRONICK: Goldstein? What's Goldstein?

U-GOD: That's A.K.A.'s! Ain't that the question?
KRONICK: What do they call you that for?

U-GOD: They call me a Jew. That's my Jew name. (We all start
laughing) You know | save some Cheese, Boy. I'll stack some
Cheddar FASTH

KRONICK: 'ma ask zall the members this question. When y'all
first came out. as 2 group and as individuals, y’all did what was
thought to be impossible. Now the Second Coming...
U-GOD: Oh, with the Second Coming everybody in the world
done copied our shit now. So now it's like whatever, whatever.
Right now We just gonna Show & Prove that We CAN RHYME
OUR MUTHASUCKIN ASSES OFRF!!!

KRONICK: Twice as sirong: double-disc...

U-GOD: Yes, Powerful! It's Heavy. It's REAL HEAVY. It's like, the
first CD is Heavy. And Then the second CD is HEAVY. It ain’t
like, DAMN! You might just need to just... Turn the Shit off cause

there's so much Fuckin’ Rhymes!

KRONICK: Y’all got the CD-Rom thang goin’ on with it too, right?
U-GOD: Yea, we got the CD-Rom.

KRONICK: What's that all about?

U-GOD: Yea, you fype in people’s names and you get to go into

they Chambers. How they really bugg out. If you touch my Shit,

you'll see Ralph-Mouth! Grough in your Muthafuckin’ House!!
KRONICK: When you page someone and leave a code at the

end, what is the number that you leave?

U-GOD: For my pager code sometimes 49311.

KRONICK: What does that mean?

U-GOD: My Dick, Nigga!!

KRONICK: (We all get a good laugh out of that one!) | know

where 49311 comes from. Cappa Donna said it in Winter Warz.

U-GOD: ...777, 007, um, umm. What? 888-Build, build, build.

Everybody got their litiie tricks.

KRONICK: So that's about it Bro unless there’s anything you

wanna build upon.

U-GOD: | ain’t got nothin’ to say. All | got to say is , Man | got to

how & Prove to the World, Man. That’s it, man! | ain’t got nothin’
say. MC'’s ain’t got nothin’ to say!

weak emcees approach with slang thats dead
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CAPPA: Yea, yea, yea, what's Up! Vain-Glorious Kid, Dark City
Parade! It's Cappa Donna a.k.a. Cappachino The Great from
the Tri-Statel!

KRONICK: [Wiggles gets a little upset and starts up at me about
our location] | thought you said we could go outside though...
CAPPA: Here for the Second Coming. You know how We do!
KRONICK: [Looking at P like, "Why now?’] We're goin’ ahead
and choppin’ it up right now, so let's shoot the flicks afterwards.
Um, there’s a famous line you say, and it's even in your verse
on7Triumph. "When you hear your voice on the song’, how's it
go?

CAPPA: It's on this song? It's on the song?

KRONICK: I'm sayin’. The line that you say is, "When you hear
your voice...’

CAPPA: “You heard other Raps before, but kept waitin’ for the
Sun of Psalm/ | keep Dance Hall strong”. Right there, that’s my
intro. You naw amean? Strait Up!

KRONICK: The biggest question that's probably on the Minds
of the Readers who are gonna check for this Innerview is, out
of which Chamber did Cappa Donna come? Because on the
first album we did’'nt hear or see the Voice. But now, | think from
Ice Cream it's been an onslaught that has'nt stopped and won't
stop.

CAPPA: It was Ice Cream.

KRONICK: On Rae's album?

CAPPA: No doubt. That was like the third solo album right there.

427
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So | coming from Chamber Three. Strait up. The first Branch,
the third leaf. You naw amean?

KRONICK: Can you siep outside and burn this? (blunt | just
finished rolling)

CAPPA: Yea, we can do that anywhere you wanna do it! In here,
out there!

KRONICK: Yea, let's take it outside in the Sun so we can take
some flicks. (So we make our way to the now vacant ‘Media
tent’ outside between the two sound stages) Alright so where |
was at, was sayin’ that from that Rae album: it seems like cut
after cut we're seein’ and hearin’ the Voice on song after song.
But how did that lead to the appearin’ on the Ghostface album?
CAPPA: Oh, cause Ghostface album right there, was the next
album comin’. And that's was like, the Iron Chamber right there.
So | was dealin’ with that element, you know? Bein’ that | was
a newcomer fulla Iron and everything like that, you know?! Iron,
calcium and all that. But that’s where | had to make my second
mark right there. | had to do that. That was meant to be, you
know? Everything right now is just going accordin’ to plans. It's
hard to really trace back to where, how we came amongst these
Chambers right here. Because it's been going on ever since we
came from the womb. We been carryin’ out our duty like that.
When we come together, it just makes everything coincide. And
me, Rae & Ghost coincide the most, cause we have Chamber
similarities to us. It's like we have the Witty Unpredictable Cuban
Link Slang. You know, that's how we came about with those

paragraphs contain cyanide




it. But that's where | had to make my
secournu mark ngnt tnere. | had to do that. That was meant to
be, you know? Everything right now is just going accordin’ to
plans. It's hard to really trace back to where, how we came
amongst these Chambers right here. Because it's been going
on ever since we came from the womb. We been carryin’ out our
duty like that. When we come together, it just makes everything
coincide. And me, Rae & Ghost coincide the most, cause we
have Chamber similarities to us. It's like we have the Witty
Unpredictable Cuban Link Slang. You know, that's how we came
about with those Chambers.
KRONICK: Totally Original and created by you Brothas.
CAPPA: No doubt.
KRONICK: There was nobody who was talkin’ about that before
you Brothas brought it out and put it on wax. Um, the Second
Coming: a double disc. Where the first album and all the solo
joints did what was befere considered impossible; now it's
happenin’ all over again twice as nice. What are your thoughts
and \{?iews on the Second Coming: Wu-Tang Forever? And your
input?
CAPPA: From the outside lookin’ in: | see it like... | see it like 2
Temple; a Temple that's bein’ rebuilt, reconstructed. And bringin
forth more of an Understandin’ of what We dealin’ with, you know
KRONICK: Alright.
CAPPA: So from the outside lookin’ in, you're acceptin’ towarcs
our Stand: and what We stand for. And what We Stand For is
Proper Education Allah Cee Eternal.
KRONICK: Alright. Um, One of the comparisons that | draw o
the Wu from the ancient times is, like Pyramid Builders becauss
there’s so many Brothas. And it's like, you build block upon biocs
with a very large Foundation being the whole Wu-Tang itself.
What is it like for everyone to come together to put a Wu album
down? Cause I've had it told to me from other people at Recor=
Companies: whenever there's an individual Wu album, it's just
like a whole Family effort, still.
CAPPA: That goes two ways, you know. Because when you o=
a solo artist goin’ ahead and doin’ his thing; swingin’ his axe &=
way he need to do it, you gotta go ahead and give him room
But at the same time, you gotta be there to help him caich ==
tree when it falls. You know, you gotta put that battery in h
that's gonna go ahead and greater his influence to wann
ahead and achieve his goal. And his goal is to go ahead 2
finish that album, and make it sound crisp and clear. Anc =
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regardless. Even if it's a suckie rhyme or whatever, Man.

Because the best Knower is me; because | got control of
those Thoughts right there. And certain things that | kick out
there- i's not for everybody. So whoever don't like any kinda

dart that | throw out... It’s like that right there is what they
don't specialize in, you know? Let somebody else who did’nt
turn go ahead and grab that right there. And you just

song. | don't know the title is... It's like Fully-Automatic-Rap-

sa’ ~ getatumg
& stop bein’ so concieted.
, IS KRONICK: Yaz, one of my favoritest verses of yours is on that

’ -
”‘ /0’KRONICK:

| heard that
Rae came up
with the concept
and is Co-Directing;
making sure that it comes
< = outthe way he visualized it.
CAPPA: That's right, cause Rae is
. definitley the best Knower. that’s my little
Brova right there, you know? He my Big Brova too
an Shit. | look up to Rae, you know? And we still go thru trials
and tribulations every day. Everybody, you know?!? But we could
overcome that, Man. And see what great achievements we make
when We use our Mind one time.
KRONICK: Alright. It's been said that the Wu Enterprise or the
Wu Conglomerate is like an octopus; it reaches out with many
tentacles. What are some of your outside interests within the Wu
Camp besides the obvious: bein’ on the microphone?
CAPPA: Besides bein’ on the microphone? Me, I'm just kind of
like... 'ma Seeker. | wanna be there, noticed: but unnoticed. You
know, | wanna be accepted: and Loved. And | wanna return that
in a greater aspect thru my Knowledge, Wisdom, & Understanding.
The best thing | love to do, is to do for other people. Man, that's
what makes my light shine Bright. Brighter and Brighter, when |
could just be doin’ for people, Man. But not bein’ a part of that
Jealousy, Envy, Hatred, and Greed society. Word, that's what
admires me, Man.
KRONICK: You know when you page someong, do you ever
leave like a code to let them know that it's you?
CAPPA: Yea, | be leavin’ a code.
KRONICK: Can you tell me what that might be?
CAPPA: | be leavin’ the Triple-7.
KRONICK: And what does that stand for?
CAPPA: The Triple-7 is just 21. That's how many ciphers right
there surround the Earth.
KRONICK: Alright. And then one of my final questions would be,
as far a the Wu-Tang Forever: Second Coming album. What
Jewels are you droppin’ for people? What can they check for
when they hear that Voice again on the Song? And then likewise,
what can people look for from the Cappa Donna solo album that's
soon to come?
CAPPA: When they hear my Voice on the Song, they can definitiey
be lookin’ forward to some continuous usage of Words. All flowin’
for one cause. And that's to bring that special ending. To bring
everything that has a beginning has an ending to it except
Knowledge. Anything like this that's physical, it won't last long.
But Knowledge lasts forever, so my flow is gonna forever go
ahead and just keep splashin’ at you, and splashin’ at you

Assassin or somethin’ like that? It's off one of the Soundtracks.
And the way you end the song, you just keep rhymin’ and rhymin’
i rhyymi the last beat!
" 2bout Winter Warz, My Broval! It's like |
: there straight around. Cause it's like bases
had to go ahead and bring those people in,
to happen right there. As soon as | went
: there. It was'nt no problem. And yo man,
man, when just go ahead and speak from
the heart man. nake beautiful noise continuously.
KRONICK: Alright. Un, one of my final questions would be to
comment on the production style of RZA. And how he's able to
Master each artist or 2ach Individual from the Wu's personality.
His sound is such that it brings out the best in each artist.
CAPPA: The A is very special with his talent. It's like he
sleeps with sound and within his sleep his thoughts be travellin’
right there. So it's ke, he could punch in cause he's got a
computer-type _ He can punch into your wavelength; what
kind of energy r body’s givin’ off. He absorbs that because
he’s on a quest for sound. And at the same time, he’s an intelligent
poetry writer b = sound brings about vibration. And he's
int He can either tap into that and bring about
a beat, ortap # and bring about a treat! Somethin’ that
everybody can go ahead and learn from.
KRONICK: Alright. Can we take some pictures of your Gold
Medallion in the light. Can you speak upon what the image is?
CAPPA: The image nignt there, that's the Virgin Mary right there.
You know? And the grass (the green Emerald stone below her
image), that's the grass right there that we live on. That's the
vegetables...that’s the food right there. And the Gold (a solid 6-
inch Medallion held zround his neck by a Cuban Link chain) is
the Gold that they stole from us.
KRONICK: The Jewels are Magnificent, Brotha!
CAPPA: Thanks. And the red right there (the Ruby stone above
her head) is the blood that we shed in the struggle, Man!

/)

the first branch, the third leaf



HE SILENT UBSERVER

5:50 PM. Wu Day 1- Here’s where shit starts to get tricky.
Everyone is getting ready for the group scene in the video. The
Dressing Room is housing something like 20 niggaz when thers's
only 10 in the group. Clothes are EVERYWHERE yet each
member meticulously and deliberately add their own particuizr
touch to their gear. The only thing that they have in commen =
the color Black as the uniform. Seeing Masta Killa as one tha:
had been both friendly and familiar with in the past, | signaiec
for him to come speak into the mic. He informed me that he
wasn't feeling up to no interviews, but that he would grant Kronick
a few words on the strength from THE SILENT OBSERVER
KRONICK: Alright, we'll start this off like so: Masta Killa. One =
the Wu members | had the honor of meeting some time a2go. We
had a chance then to kick-it and Vibe together an whainot. So
one of the first questions | had wanted to ask was, what can
people look for in store for the Masta Killa Solo Project i thess
IS one?

MASTA KILLA: (A bit pensive) You can just look forward 1o wees
they normally look for in Me. They ain’t gonna be really oo mucs
different. It's just gonna be straight to the bone. I'm jusiss=m®
the point. Keep it basic; keep it simple: keep it Hip Hop.
KRONICK: Right.

MASTA KILLA: That's all they can expect to look forwars &=
KRONICK: In the time that we spoke before, um | had zskes S
same question. And you had explained that your role then mas
to observe and to take in Knowledge overall about the SBusmess
bhefore making a move: similar to Chess. Can you buils woes
that?

MASTA KILLA: You know what I'm sayin’, ain’t nothin’ changes.

ThE"s w5 e orcs you get one Innerview, you got the
S8 T s=me thing. Ain’t nothin’ changed! That's

W = e = still doin’ the same thing. That's why

SEE SRS S Smuwsmne misrviews but what more can you say?

=
MESSRMELE Sur e Truth. Once you've spoken the Truth,
T==z¢
SSOMNDEE e = o= oeople are curious though, at the same
WNE e e sewer Neard from Masta Killah out of the
T Dismmes e w=nnz Know what's goin’ on?
BEESTE MR Wl e how come they never heard of me?
SRS T fswer m=we bought an album then.
OO S S T = they Know of you. But never read
SRS S smemw. T hey may have heard on the Records.
MESTR MR Wl swee mough | may give you an Innerview.
SOE SSR e mmne mow Me until you Know Me.
CSOMCK. sror
BRESTE ML T S M= s 10 Know Yourself. If you Know
SDuESEE e e gneme Snow Me anyway. To Know Yourself
£ ¥ oow or Sohe

- S B o Verse for this song that the Video
ST S S s you describe how your verse would
ome OF wsuaiy

BRESTE ML R W e dsmner visualize and see it. You'll see
£ TSamr e soetmowm Sosically 1-2-3/ Knowledge, Wisdom
& Unoersanding. Theyl s== ©

EONOC sy

BRESTR LR F= = =y o s done once | wrote the lyrics.
MR S S B Undierstand. Just like the Bible, you

D= LoD TS Wl BE pum T s ot

- g



you can read it, but if you don’t study
you're not gonna Understand.
KRONICK: True.
MASTA KILLA: The person who wrote it,
their job is done. They passed the
message on. The message is passed, his
job is done.

KRONICK: Alright. With the Wu's new

album, Wu Tang Forever: The Second

Coming, it seems as though when the
first album came out it did what was

considered impossible before. A group as
large as the Wu; then on top of that to have
great solo success. That has never been
done not just in Hip Hop but Music in general. So the question
would be as far as the second album coming out what jewels do
you drop in your contribution?
MASTA KILLA: Listen Man! I'm not gonna tell you now, you gotia
listen! | spoke already. My job is done. That's how it is. It’s like.
my job is done. | spoke already. | can't keep saying the same
Shit over and over. That's like a waste of Energy. That's like even
with my own Seeds. | told my seed, “The iron’s hot! The iron’s
hot!". If you don’t wanna believe that it's hot, put your hand on
it. I'm not gonna keep tellin’ y’all the same Shit.
KRONICK: Alright.

o

MASTR S & e = 1st a waste of energy.
That's Be amliesaniy of everything. Once
YOu S=Sees § g c=nt keep sayin’ the
same S s e T there. Those who
2°= 30 e & = gonnz Live in them.
KROMIOE. Dnes e Same of Chess play
2y e T e assscoment of thought,
Or Sh=mmes. an Shwme techniques?
MEASTE SR & Swening plays a part
I Sv=naien. Saw suting can be taken
o Oie== == 2ac s 2 great game.

L= & =2 Same Same Game, just the
oo oage

SO5 S0 S WL D=y 7-ALL IN TOGETHER NOW! During
TS Sme S o = work on the One and only Group scene
Wi = woms o get them going. After everyone
D08 = e mns § sems, | would find out afterwards that
o= - —==2shot is supposed to be. Had | known
TE WA Smee  Sal ur =arly to get back to NYC, | would’ve
SOOMES R S ssemes S0t i never happenned, so...




ANOTHER CHARBER REVERLER

KRONICK: (Just after U-God, Meth & Inspectah Deck step away
from the lights & cameras of MTV) So yo Man, We got this special
Wau Issue of the Kronick
METH: Gimme one of those! We been lookin’ for these!
KRONICK: (to Deck) We're doin’ the Great Individuals.
(Allofasudden, Meth & U-God start admiring the back issues)
That's the Old Schoo! ons with you on the cover Meth!
METH: That’s kinda slick right here!
KRONICK: (Handing Erykah Badu Issue) This is the new
joint though. (They 2 iet) And the next joint is y'all’'s joint
%We v;/alt for some type of response as they all study the Badu
ssue
METH: Yea! (sharing his Cover Issue with U-God) Hey look at
is!
KRONICK: (As Loupy goes in one direction with Meth & U-God,
Me & P take a walk toward the skyscrapers with the Rebel INS)
Like | was sayin’, we're doin’ 2 Whole Wu Issue, Man. And |
wanted to get everyone's individual perspective. | would like to
start out by sayin’ that before you guys put your first joint out,
you did what was considered impossible before. And that was
to come 9-Deep successfully, and then branch off into solo
albums. So uh, the question that everyone’s askin’ is when is
the Rebel INS solo joint?
INS: Rebel INS: you can quote “Rebel INS just signed his Joint”.

I'ma be dealin’ with LOUD Records to keep it in the Fam. It's like
they, They, THEY makin’ loot so we gotta dig back in the pockets,
you know what | been sayin'? We gonna try to get it out there
before the end of this year. If not “97, early '98. I'm gonna try to
get it there before that, because you know Wu-Tang is the
Foundation; and that comes First.

KRONICK: And Forever!

INS: Whenever We feel that we done with this, that's when you
gonna see Rebel INS sneak thru.

KRONICK: Right. Is there a reason why, for example brothas
like yourself & U-God held back up to now until the near future?
INS: It's just that everything comes in Time. You gotta have a
Law & Order to everything.

KRONICK: Right.

INS: So we went with what the People was dealin’ with. It's like,
when we came thru with Method Man: they was Screamin’ Method
Man. After that he signed his Album. After that Ol Dirty signed
his album. Then Raekwon, so on and so forth. Everything comes
in order. It's like, Me: | was more new to the Game than they
was. Me, | just personally took time to develop my style. And,
and, and, and, and to get my shit together, | started producin’ at
the same time. And like, it helped my Rhymes get On-Point. Then
| came back and now I'm at where I'm at now!

KRONICK: Right, right.

causin’ ruckus like the aftermath



INS: Cause my Shit is much sharper now, than the first album.

Everything is just the SAME THING though! But it’s like, now | :

got more control of my Shit. :
KRONICK: Alright. It seems like um, due to the fact that there
has’nt been a solo album by you yet; the verses that 8ou shine
on from the other songs come out. They almost jump OUT of the
record box or out of the TV screen. All the way if we go back to
the Mystery of Chessboxin’ & Protect Ya Neck, up to like, the
current joint where you got the *Quote of the Month’ in the other
Magazine.
INS: Right. It's like | was tellin’ MTV: I've always been Me. And
some Brothas knew it, and some Brothas did’nt. And it’s like, all
I have to do is continue to be God everyday; just continue to be
Me. And eventually, they’ll be led to the Shine. It's a Shine that
comes from within. It's not an artifical shine."So when you lookin’
for a diamond shine, I'm lettin my Mind Shine. And that's the
difference between Rebel INS. I'ma draw YOU to the Light.
KRONICK: Like a magnet!
INS: Right!
KRONICK: Um, bein’ that the first album defeated all the odds
and all the Solo Joints were successful step-by-step proved
everybody within the Industry wrong. Because a lot of people
were saying, ‘Oh, they'll never be successful with a bunch of
solo joints with the same people, blahh-blah yadda-yadda’. Now,
with the Second Coming it's a double-disc which seems twice
as nice. What are your vibes or feelings on what went into it the
second time around? Again, people sayin’ it could never be done.
INS: That's what went into it: Us knowing the thought that people
was thinkin’ that it could never be done again; was one of the
Main Strives to do this. Second of all, We knew we was makin’
History. We makin’ History everyday as long as We keep this
alive. Cause we makin’ Wu-Tang Management, Wu-Tang Records.
We got Sunz Of Man, Killa Army comin’ out on that. It's like, We
expandin’. We made Wu-Wear. We still got Wu-Tang Clan: we're
able to branch off and come back! So We know that We the Soul-
Controllers. We Know We in Control. And like | said, We comin’
from the same Ideal from the Jump: We Knew We was gonna
make History. So you know, it's like keepin’ the flame burnin’.
KRONICK: This Man (pointing to Loupy) even went as far to
point out that, Brothas like yourselves are not only making History
for Hip Hop or for Rap Music: but in the WHOLE Music Industry,
what you guys are doing has never been done!
INS: Right. It's never been done!
KRONICK: ...A group as large as you have. And then a group
that's branched off into solo efforts and was Hella Successful'!
INS: And now, the Group that Came BACK! And We about
to do it again!! And We hittin’ heavy-handed. We hittin’
Shaolin Soldier's Style!!! Word. It's like, there’s a lot of
Bullshit out there...
KRONICK: (U-God comes over to inform us that the
festivities are about to begin on the main stage)
Alright. The last question | would have to ask you
was, three years ago when the Wu-Tang first
dropped, | got to do a Video Innerview with all
)F/>ou Brothas at Glam Slam at the Album Release
arty...
INS: (Remembering) Yea, yea, YEA!
KRONICK: ...And in that Innerview | noticed
something off the first album where Meth
describes all the members: You're the Rebel
INS: The Ispectah; you'll kick back and
observe...
INS: No Doubt. That's me! I'm the Analyzer.
It ain’'t no gimmick! It ain’t nothin’ll It's just,
that's somethin’ | do. I'm not, ' YO, HA-
HA, AHAAH!' Oh Naw!!! | got everything
on Radar an shit! You gotta know what
you're dealing with and do the Knowledge
of things before you start speaking or
making a reaction. Cause you gotta
Know what you dealin’ with at All Times.
KRONICK: True Indeed!
INS: That's all that makes me the

Shit!

Inspect==. "= mot no Brainiac. | consider myself a Scientist
anyway. Ouf mspectah just means | analyze. | don't take things
on face w== out see through an Shit. You can'’t see through
everyiing. Ssoect when one uses Mind Power. I'm a Brain Power
Nigg=!

KROMNICEC Wit are some of the A.K.A.’s of Inspectah Deck/

Rebel INS?

INS: % % s ous Sere: The Spider, The Ayatollah, Fifth Brother,
(Smiling) ¥ou ¥mow what | Mean? It's like...

KRONICK: Sailie Fingaz?

INS: _=olis o=z is dead! | had to send him on Vacation an
Shit

KRONBCX: | k= T2t one!

INS: Salie Smgas” That's cool, that's cool! That's when we was
the Ga=we = Tough. That came and went now! We hit y'all
W Tt Tha s =isiony. Is like the Ayatollah is the one I'm rollin’
WIIn mowe =ns e =50 Brother. It's like, | got more of “em.
Excaitus Tha's my Bhyme Style; the sword that split the stone!
KROMICKE: S=e= = Wu came out, Wu-Tang was never heard
Of. Now T Wi-Tang s 2 common term in the Hip Hop vocabulary,
WIS WO e your Sefinition of Wu-Tang as a Family member?
INS: Wiy Jsme=cic=0lz Talent And Natural Game. That's the
O2SC W=y = ssmian Wu-Tang. And Clan; clan means Family.
Bascally Sescaly Tt

KRONICHEC "o smow when you page somebody, and you leave

2 020= Sode = e =nc 1o let "em know it’'s you? What you you
SSVE = & == wmow s you calling and not someone else?
INS: 777 S 7= ks the slot machines out in Queens. You

NEVEr TE=T §© ween Shostiace said that? On um, Fish

on GhesS=se's S =lan’ bout Fish on =

GhosSeceS S Siscsly 7's: that's my “\\‘e
=3 e W Coce —

o Thes e l“

W_—=mg Coe i

o InEETE N
r _

You Can't CEiTm Tw Swes wilt uge T s ==




LIS THIS A GIMMIGKSS Y

10:45 PM. Wu Day 1: Leaving the additional soundstage where
MTV & the NYC mini-skyskrapers are, we return to the main-
stage where everyone is in their own ciphers inhaling all the
flavors of the Gods. Raskwon is juggling the crew who is setting
up on the second stage, the celebration for Ghost & Papa Wu
on-the Main Stage, and the assortment of Video & Magazine
Crews [Us included] pulling him in every direction. But guess
what? we got a word in from him edge-wise about Directing. [see
Box within Rae & Ghost Shot]

By now, the mushrooms are starting to kick in and everyone who
partook is beginning to open up and express themselves both
quietly and loudly. The voice of Papa Wu becomes the loudest
and as if like a magnet, ALL in earshot are drawn into the
circumference of his Circle. His audience included the entire WU,
most of their travelling entarage , their label heads, any and every
magazine crew that was there, not to mention a just-arriving
Quincy Jones and Paul Sorvino. Needless to say, Papa Wu went
on and on about practically everything Metaphysical for about
half an hour until everyone was either quenched or intoxicated
by his Knowledge. For better reference, check the Wu-Revolution
cut on the album,; track #1.

Meanwhile, Wiggles turned a bright red from his normal yolk
color due to his virgin lips touching Cristal for the first time, and

we were onward to capture the words of Johnny Blaze a.k.a.
Method Man. Earlier, before the cake cutting and Cristal popping
began, we had Meth in a comer and handed him a European
blended [Kronick + a pinch of Tobacco] biunt. He took one pull,
then looked at me sideways and gave it back. Apparently, he
didn’t agree with it and told us to roll another one that was PURE.
Then the party started so we had to catch him afterward.

11:20 PM. Wu Day 1: High-as-Fuck on the Psilosybin and having
Pussy in his eyesight, Meth sees the three of us approaching
with nothing but a fat Blunt in hand. He immediately asks us, “IS
THIS A GIMMICK??”

KRONICK: (After damn-near twisting his arm to convince him to
come into the light for photo purposes, Meth warns us...) ...Well
yo Meth | got the recorder on now. But if you want me to turn it
off | will.

METH: (mumbling almost in a whisper with alot of Bass) I'm
sayin, you try ta get some Shit up outta me, I'li fuckin’ get...(lips
curling around his diamond-embedded gold
fronts)...MUTHAFUCKIN' Homicidal...(trailing off into silence)
KRONICK: (Simultaneously Loupy, P, & | back up off Meth not
knowing if we’re about to get swung on) Well...

METH: (Stepping right up to the recorder in my hand) YO, YO!!

be the first to set off shit, last to run




UM...YEAll!
KRONICK: (We all laugh nervously but start to loosen up when
we see that Johnny Unitas is down to pause for our cause) {
METH: And that’s all | have to say about that.
KRONICK: My question is...
METH: (Lighting the Blunt and hitting it) What-the-Fuck is this?
KRONICK: (getting a bit unnerved) It's straight Kronick, what |
showed you before, Man! it's STRAIGHT!
METH: | don’'t know Man, cause if | start buggin’ I'ma tell everybody
I smoked it wit' y'all (looking at me out of the corners of his slanted
eyes)!
KRONICK: (With my two cohorts snickering besides me, | look
Meth live-into his eyes and say slowly and seriously) Straight.
STRAIGH T, no chaser. (Then reminding him as Loupy hands
him a past Kronick with a reflection of he & Redman on the cover
with Blunt in hand) Just like the last time we did it with Redman.
METH: This Shit tastes like and SMELLS LIKE CAT!!!
KRONICK: (PAUSING... No longer thinking that the jokes about
my Northern Califormula Smizzoke are funny, | move on) How
was it doing the Next Lifetime Video with Erykah Badu?
METH: Erykah Badu is a beautiful young Black Woman. We are
the same sign. We're born three days apart on the same year.
She’s very deep. She's a beautiful individual.
KRONICK: How was it similar or different from doing a Wu joint?
METH: What? The Video?
KRONICK: Yea.
METH: That shit is a job. That shit is work. It's work, but just by
her even being there; the guidance that | could give her and the
Shit she taught me, it was Peace. It was like, | don't even look
at... the Video shit is work. That shit is Work! You know what I'm
sayin’'? It's good but | don't give-a-Fuck cause I'll do all that shit.
Cause | know | could do a whole helluva lot worse. I'll put on the
Game face. | can't knock a Nigga if he in a movie actin’. What??
GET MONEY NIGGA! Sell that Shit!!
KRONICK: Just like The Riddler (from the Batman Forever
Sountrack).
METH: Yea, just like whatever. | got some Shit up in the works,
Yo. I'm not gonna yank my own chain. It's like, you gonna see
one of them flicks and just, "Oh shit was that?... (Long pause)
OHH SHITT!!". They know. Yea Nigga Man, I'm a Jack of all
Trades.
KRONICK: What are some of the a.k.a.’s? We know about
Johnny Blaze and Ticallion Stallion...
METH: We don't call 'em a.k.a.’s, Man. We call
“em Add-on’s. Like, the older | get... AS HIGH
AS WU TANG GET, you'll see Addin’-it-on
cause now it's Hot Nickels. Hot Nickels and
all that Shit means somethingito:me. | feel,
| feel like... it's five on ea nd
HOT. Straight up and dow
What? Let it Rock! You kn
mean? A
KRONICK: Alright. The first time
“all

around with the Wu,&/al

comin’ 9-Deep an
Solo-Joints; all
Making Histo
the Whole
Industry.
METH: BUI

Doubis 2=z swiz= 2s nice. What's your vibe on that?
METH:  _ow= ¢ 2nd | don't Give-A -FUCK!! The past went down
back e 2n er=. Who didn't check for us, | could care less
about = S5 e Herel We doin’ it now. Everybody can come
show your _owes ~ow. Get on the Bandwagon; | would get widdit
or gt o= Somom fne. Knowhatl’'msayin’? Word Up. Bottom
line; eer G=7 DOWN or GET DONE!!
KRONICK. = ©=e= = reason why Tical; The Old Hebrew Style
came frsf &%=r T Enter The 36 Chambers LP?
METH: Sww War  =fter a long, thought-provoking pause)
Evenyimg wore win Mathematics, Man. It was a reason why |
cames m=wt =n¢ =) Tzt But it wasn't no planned-type of energy
© “oowmownzi’msayin’? | came next, and the, and
the. 2n¢ & = workaed out so, so, so good for me. | put the
work = =n | wmew =verybody was watchin’, cause it was right
afier &= WL Tang oot And they thought we was all ridin’ this
Wave T = s = = s, that & the third. | knew people was
waiohim = oot et that Shit bother me. | put it in the back
somewse= 2 = oid what | had to do; walk these dogs. And
| kn=w w==  was w=wn’ into. You know? Everytime | stepped
out on T === © was'nt, 'Method Man, Method...’
KROMICK: W T=rg
METH: W_-T20= WU-TANG, WU... YounkowhatI'msayin'?
Come o0 Wan Somom Line; that's my whole inspiration right
thers =08 5e == Nawamean? WORK THE LAA. BABY!!!
KROMICKEC _= = o= » ™e light Meth, so they can get some shots.
(on o was cowe e nzliway) OK, the script was flipped Grammy-
siyls willh Mame 81 That | Need...
METH: Th=r's Se=c=
KROMICE. = = w=, Tzt it surprised me again and again. Then
came The Simdler Som Batman Forever...
METH. —uowog woi= eyeing with three giggling-chickenhead
grouDies o o =round the dressing room)
KROMICK. == 5e ousstion is what's next for Tical on the Solo

joint?
METH: _=0s = & T=ces, Baby. Like | said, it’s like what you
SS= = whE ww = You never know; metamorphisize. You know?
KROMICKE. 200w e Killer Bee concept within this Video;
Trnplin

METH: cumimg me oF 2nd no longer distracted by the three
ssi=nst : “v=s for his attention) See, a lotta people
00f = msnormsnior 200wt Killer Beez. They think in the Physical
sSSpecTi=mwas s as in killer bees. But Killer Be is

ore of a self-defense-type-of-
in Redege but are prepared

/ ey comin’ to Kill
? And it’'s wrong
ou, WHAT? It's
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like, when you page somebody 2nd let them know that it’
do you leave a number at the end? Or a code?

METH: What code do | leave on people’s beeper? 13-13
KRONICK: And what'’s that d for?

METH: 13th letter in the alphabst; M-M.

KRONICK: (We all bust out in laughter after he decodes it for
us) You have to explain it 1o me. I'm tellin you!

METH: No doubt man. No doubt with that. | know all the little
beeper tricks; all that let’s go o bed shit, hello, go to hell, die ho.
| get Die Ho alot, Man. Dis ho. die ho.

KRONICK: (we keep laughing at the silliness of it all) Is that the
most popular one?

METH: Word Man, | hate that shit... Ho is what? 304. So | get
304, 304, 304, knowh ? Next guestion. (Meth’s attention
has now shifted down the Hall where the three chickenheads
have been staring at him the whole time) Peace Ladies. How
Y’all doin’ tonite?

KRONICK: Yo Meth, | wanna get you in the light so we can take
some flicks. There's no gimmick 1o this. We wanna complete the
Cipher, Man. Cause everybody gets their own individual shot.

S you

A word from

.Freeness. Don't you love the fact that Kronick is free? There's plenty of free shitout =~ [ |i
there, but as in all cases in life most of it is booty. Ok, sure we're not in colorandit's ~ Jf [ |
- printed on toilet paper, but you know it's the shit. Believe you me, it ain't easy slappin' _/
-one of these together and still give up the goods at no cost. Nar mean? So if you're =~
“one of our readers that don't just look at the pictures we'd like you to send us some
. beef so we can cook that shit. | know it sounds like alot of trouble, but it's a way of
supporting and besides | want to see some better letters. Our gracious advertisers are
“the ones that pay for the production of Kronick, this is our way to show and prove si
_it's free. Let us know it's getting in your hands and not in trash cans. | figure some.
- you ballers that live in Orange County and other places have that internet stuff. My
:brother's all into that and suggested | let readers send comments, gripes, and matt
_of the heart via e-mail. So grab your pen or keyboard and get in where you f

EMAIL: ﬂBM@ISH.BOM - O.G.MAIL: 6201 SUNSET BLVD. #32

HOLLYWO0D,¢A 90028

- = METH: (still looking at the women as if he's ignoring
. me) 'ma catch me a Bitch! LET'S WRAP!!
Cool! (we all move in front of the dressing room right
next to the three Ladies. While we take some phot&gf
the ladies got right in the frame as if on cue) ;@s‘_‘;%
(To theSisiahs) | know you somebody’s daughter ™
. up B Aere. (We all start laughing at the Mushroom
9 ck of the one them call Johnny B. Good)
| got a Wife'and she’s Real good to me,,_

% She stays home for me and she cooks.;
d cleans... |
£ KRONICK: (Pulling him away from the
. Ladies) Can.you hold your arms still

sowe: t se tattoos? So

' i ghtatP s > tak
the camera away from his face to look back at Meth) And you
ain’t no little kid either! (pausing while still looking at each other
for a moment too long) You know, | don’t wanna make a decision
for nobody’s baby. | know the power of the Word. You know?
KRONICK: (Wiggles is tryin’ to take shots but Meth is steady in
motion while standing in one spot) Yo Man, stand still! (as P
keeps moving the lense fo catch Meth’s head in the frame)
METH: The batile’s long; how straight the gate...or how narrow
the square?

KRONICK: (not caiching what he just said) We got that fish-eye
lense Meth. That double-round shit.

METH: ...Master of my Fate, the Captain of my Soul.
KRONICK: Wu-Tang Clan ain’t nuttin’ ta Fuck wit'!

METH: Half-a-leg! Half-a-leg... Half-a-leg! Cannon’s to the left
of me! Cannons fo the right of me!

KRONICK: FIRE!

METH: FORWARD!!
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That’s me circa 83.
I’m rockin a Trans-
World painters cap,
: s a reversed
'!»“ & Caballero t-shirt,
Jimmy’s shoris, and

\ Airwalk Prototypes.
=3 | still skate =~ -
sometimes, buti
dress alot better.
This has nothing to.
do with anything,
- except that skating
is free, just like
Kronick.

chew on that shit...
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11:55 P.M. Wu Day 1: That Method Man Shit had us swirling
about for about a half-hour trying to figure out if it was gonna get
any better than this. We definitley had to keep up with the pace
of these brothas if we wanted to get anything intelligible. Betwesn
the Hallucinagens and the ever-ticking clock, the nature of time
was not on our side. We could see now that it was way past time
to get to the heart of the Wu. Having covered all the outfielders
[Cappa, Masta, & U-God], first & third bases [Rebel INS & Meth],
letting the catcher slip thru my grasp [GZA], and the designated
hitter altogether missing [0.D.B.], the only team members left
were the shortstop & second baseman [Rae & Ghost], and of
course the pitcher [who else but the RZA?]

Yes, the Heartbeat of the Wu, the Abbott, the Rzarecta of the
Dead... THE ENCYCLOPEDIA CEREBELLUM

KRONICK: (As we make contact with RZA in the Bush, he is
motion from the main stage to the stage where Ghost & Ra
filming. We are shrouded in the darkness of the night) Alrig
seems as though you're one of the most hardest-workin® Brot
in Hip Hop right now.

RZA: (Smiling) Yea, is that what they say?

KRONICK: You put in a lot of work on every single project that
comes out and it seems as though the work is crafted to
suit the artist's personality. What goes into making an album ¢
all the different individuals in the WU?

RZA: It's like, it's like, as far as me bein’ the hardest working
man in Hip Hop; work ain’t never hard! It's like a bee:
enjoys its work all day pollinatin’ the world and making
a result. Honey comes from a bee'’s throw-up. He digs
nectar, but when we take their nectar, it gives up honsy
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sweet as what he took in. So it's never
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3 out what's inside them, is that we all
"“agaz, they look at me as the Common
That means any way you divide it, I'm
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T Commee Desomirator of that. So when | work with Ghost
Or S2= o whaisee £ Bk | grew up with them. And | know how
=y s== a0 e wow now | see. So they had to listen to more

TWhE ey === 2o =h=r= the more what | see and be able to
TEnfes Ta T e Music for y'all. Cause like a lot of producers,
Ty S0k e ey = own world and they don't have any other
W Zme There’'s many Chambers that's in us.
2t's out; like the Chambers that you

Chambers that exist within my
that come out of them are the
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DUF O oo & e ame © s=emed like you wanted to bring back
e Fresheess of e E= of the late "80's...

=g ==l we= m=riad o bring back Hip Hop. What
DoerrmeEs wEs —io —op became Rap. And it's still becoming
Sw=nyime we oon T show our full presence, Rap seems to
=SS0 Up 20 == ower things. But now Wu-Tang is back
¢ Forswer 5= Sme Souoh. We not gonna leave yall. It's
=0 2nc Sip Sop = o o erent worlds. Rap is the talk. You
S=0 ower 2y e of Music. But Hip Hop is a Vibration! Now
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Now they try to tell you this is the station where Hip Hop lives.
Then you won't hear not one Hip Hop song probably all day. You
know what | mean? It's like Bad’

KRONICK: (We can't help but lzugh at the dig taken on Power
106. Now we're near the light enough % izke photos, but somehow
we're also halfway in the darkness, Stll) Right, right. That's on
that whole Radio vibe. But it never seemed like the WU came
out for that Shit anyway. Y’all came for the Underground.

RZA: Naw, we didn’t come out for that. We didn’t come out for
that at alll! We came out for Hip Hop wherever it's located at. I'm
just here to let you know that right now Rap is out. There's a
difference! | don’t care what they co!! | could’'ve made an album
with a whole bunch of songs, 2nc just went and sold 20 million
records based on the populariy © group and the popularity
of the song | took or recovered over. We creatin’ from our Hearts.
KRONICK: What's the concept on = new album with this Single
whereby it's mentioned, *Ok we gonna go back further to "79',
instead of *89?

RZA: Yea, cause everything is
says let's take it back to 72, 7
KRONICK: Ok.

RZA: Because you was the most mnocent and the most
truthfulness at your childhood. Seczuse the world is new to you.
It's a Triumph to become a Man. if's 2 TRIUMPH for you to
become a Man, and then retum back o a child. You gonna turn
back to a child Regardless: even as you get old your body will
decay back down. And like you coulon't Shit for yourself and
wipe your own ass, and piss 2s 2 child; all that's gonna return
back unto you anyway. But We Trumphin’ right now, and We
standin’ up as Men. But reafizin’ our childhood and recognizin’
it. Like the song tells you on Ghostiace; like it's Wu-Tang is a
never-ending Saga. You can't izk= one song from there, and
then you go start from there. That's like reading Revelations
first before you read the Biniz. You may get all that right

there and get shocked. but you gofia read the Book
then. And so, and so, and so $hat's all... this
album is a continuation of what We been doin’.
If you missed a few albums, you gonna miss
where we at.

RZA: But We there, younowhai msayin'?
This is a Triumph right hers. I'm sayin’,

in ‘79 is when there wasnt Badio at all %
happenin’. But at the same &me Sugar l~
Hill Gang emerged in 72 Anc that
was a long song [Rapper's Delight]!
KRONICK: It was! it WAST

I;ZA: You know, Rappin’ 2l the way
thru...

KRONICK: Yeaz, like & or 7 minuies.
RZA: ...No hook. And thaf's how
Triumph is. Just Rappin” 2l the way
thru. Rhymin’ all the way thn; no hook,
just rhymes with the beats Rockin’.
KRONICK: Excuse me for 2 second. Do
you think it would be betier if we stood
over there in that direct ight P? HELL YEA!
Alright. (As RZA & | move into the direct
brightness of the outdoor lighting for the
Video) So now again, in going back to the
beginning: at that ime | could see the light. |
}_aklked to a lotia record company people who felt
ike...

RZA: It was a fad?

KRONICK: ...Ysa! When the solo joints started goin’

off and the deals were bein’ made, certain individuals
were sayin’, “Well, it's gonna play itself out”. And it did'nt!!
Again you proved “em wrong! The first time you proved
*em wrong with 8-members deep bein’ successful. The second
time you proved “em wrong over and over with the solo joints.
Now it's the Second Coming: Wu-Tang Forever Killer Bee Style

reverse. well, when the Old Dirt
e's goin’ back to our childhood.

protons electrons always cause explosions

again: double-disc twice as nice! What's the vibe on that for you
and lettin’ all the members Shine?

Wall everybody’s gonna Shine! The people who doubted,
they guessinl! WE KNOW. | don’t think about nothin’ no more.
| mean, | think some things. If | say I'm thinkin’ and I'll think about
it, Pl let ow I'm thinkin’ about it. But | tell you what | Know.
t there and think and guess and wonder what's
_We already Know what Time it is! And We show
=  is from what We Know. So, so... and Everybody’s
you causes They all Know. We all Know. You gonna see,

Know'" The bottom line ain’t what We think or what We
_We Know. We do think, We do feel, but We been
Manifestin® what We Know.

KRONICK: Alnght. enterin’ into another Chamber; before goin’
into the Grave Diggaz, which everyone wants to know what's
=xi for the Grave Diggaz...

ne : 'ogaz album is also finished.
KRONICK: .t was before it's time the first time around.

g
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KRONFI{CK: This ime out everybody’s like, mouth-watering.
RZA: Right.

KRONICK: Um. what does the concept of the Chamber mean
for the Wu? And then, what's next for the Grave Diggaz?

RZA: It's like, ©'s fk=, like Wu and Grave Diggaz is always Dark
& Light.

KRONICK: OK.

RZA: The Wu brought us to the Li?ht, the Grave Diggaz kept it
in the Dark. It was Dark. It was still basically the same. The Wu
still is all in the Light and the Grave Diggaz still is Dark. And the

New album for the Grave Diggaz is like... it just, it allows you to
enjoy the Darkness... And enjoy the Light. Because see, while
the




And the New album for the Grave Diggaz is like... it
just, it allows you to enjoy the Darkness... And enjoy
the Light. Because see, while the Light is Shining here,
it's always gonna be Dark on the oiher side.
KRONICK: Right.

RZA: And while it's Dark on the ofher side, | mean We
provide Hope.

KRONICK: Ok, um. In the latest Video from the Rhyme
& Reason Soundtrack...

RZA: Tragedy?

KRONICK: It seems as though you got to go inside of
a Chamber that was unrevea'=c before thru the Wu.
What was that like for to build on #= concept that came
out of a lot of the Kung Fu Flicks. The fighting in the
air, and the dust flyin'?!?

RZA: Yeall (Smiling) It was fk=. & was like, it was like,
that, that, That was like more of 2 chiidhood dream right
there. See, thru Music & Enteri=nment you got a chance
to actualy Live out your Mingd 2nc your imagination.
It's still Artistic. So We provide you with the Truth, the
Entertainment, the Artistic, carmy Te Light... | mean with
Wu, every Chamber is coversc. Secause the power
of God is endless. I'm sayin, fe= the Wu is like... It's
like everything is available. 2.t in doin’ the Rhyme &
Reason thing; that was fun for me. That was Hype!
We'll do another one like that cr=zer’! Cause see, that's
my childhood. That's my visuz! chiidhood. Lyrically |
apply Knowledge: Assassinafions, vaccinations, poor education/
Infatuation with Satan, the woric giobal nation, back facing/ the
fibre optics, the microscopic biological germs’. Then visually |
entertain you also. So now you g=in caught into the visuals first
off. Before, in the old days he beat would come on first. And the
person would like the song because of the beat. And then when
Rakim came it was so lyrica-incined, that people started checkin’
for lyrics. And then the beats dominated again once he started
fadin’ out. Then what happennad afier that was Videos came.
KRONICK: Right.

RZA: Then when Videos came. how somebody looked was the
big thing no matter what they said. Now you could sell your look
as hooks. So | came with the Visual of that right there, and a fat
beat, and a fat message with 2t lyrics. That's how Triumph is.
That's how the whole thing is. Man. It's like, this year you'll see
every angle covered. | think we had lacked in the visuals
sometimes, because we didn't really care about the Visual as
much as we see that the TV will Tell-Lies-Via-Vision. Tell-lie-
vision. Se we always iry 1o show the streets and the Realness
of it, an shit. But sometimes &'s good to Entertain the eyes; make
the cake look good. ,
KRONICK: Right, right! That nice icing.

RZA: That's how We movin’ right now. But the whole difference
between us is that we mzkin’ that vegetable platter look as good.
We got gravy on that vegetable platter. You ever have a vegetable
platter with rice & gravy? That shit taste like it got steak somewhere
in there. And We gotia do that cause they just not eatin’ the -
vegetables like that.

KRONICK: For the most pari, the fans of the Wu know RZA as
the man who speaks thru the beats. Right?

RZA: Right.

KRONICK: Um, we also know thru the Grave Diggaz the RZA
as the Rzarecta. What are some of the other Ad-on’s or A.K.A.'s?
RZA: Remember they called me Bobby Steeles. That's my slick

part.

KRONICK: From the Genius album.

RZA: Yea; | do my thang, an shit. | hang out. You know, like |
been in the streets. '87 | was a...you know in *87 when the Polo
and Tommy Hill was poppin? | brought that to Shaolin. Me & OF
Dirty was abo#t the two Flyest Niggaz you would know. We
always stayed:Fly & Dipped. Jewelry hangin’, younowhatimean?
But |'grew. out of that though. So Bobby Steeles reflects back on
that. ghefWu Gambino, that was reflectin’ back on that whole
Era. Everybody came Cuban Link. With Rzarecta, that was a title
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that was basically given 1o me. It's because in that mode, |

r own selves. And RZA came from Rakeem;

n That's my Attribute; King RZA. Rakeem; Zig-
Zag-Zig-Alizh. So you know, I'm One with myself! You can classigy
me in many G _ Like Allah: it's 99 names of Allah plus
1. If you add 92 + 1, what you get?
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RZA: What you g=t?

KRONICK: 1.

RZA: Right.

KRONICK: Oh, you know when you page someone?

RZA: Yea. :

KRONICK: Whan you wanna let “em know it's you what number
do you leave?

RZA: Not realiy. | just use 7's, Man. Everybody leaves 7's.
Everybody does that but | don't do that. If | do, it's justa 7.
KRONICK: Anything =ise you wanna let the people know?
RZA: Yea. Also for y 2!l fans out there, RZA got a lot to say too!
KRONICK: Yez. there is a solo joint comin’ up from you right?
RZA: Right, solo 2ibum comin’ out. | got the Grave Diggaz album
comin’ out. My lyrics: you gotta study “em. You can't just take
*em on dancin® 2nd think you gonna sing along and bop to “em.
My lyrics is more fike information.

KRONICK: Ok, lef ask you this. Outside of the Wu that*
everyone knows sees the 9 & 10 members in the Clan, what
are some of the other Chambers that are comin’ from the Wu
Camp?

RZA: You got Sunz Of Man. You got Killa Army. Then you got
the Grave Diggaz... Um, The Wu Elements is the name of my
Producers. That's =ciah Deck, Mathematix, 4th Disciple,
True Masta, Goldfi . Mo’ Betia, Myself; We are the Wu
Elements. We produced the Sunz Of Man album. Um, um the
Grave Diggaz album was produced by Wu Elements. Um, um
Killa Army is produced mostly by 4th Disciple. He's Hype, he’s
Hype! He's incredible. Then we got LA The Darkman. We got
TKietha, Heart & Soul, 12 O'Clock. We got a lot of Singers now.
We got Madd Shit! About 13 albums are gonna come out. And
it's all gonna be all good Hip Hop though. So see how you were
just flooded with all that other Bullshit? You about to be flooded
with Hip Hop now.

KRONICK: Ok, the last question | wanna ask you Brotha, is...
RZA: And it might not be on the Radio! This may be the
Underground, Harriet Tubman movement. Nowhatimean?
KRONICK: The last question | wanted to ask you has to do with,

casting stones; cracking 206 bones




2:02 A.M. Wu Day 2: After a 90 minute filming of the segment

for Rae & Ghost's verses, it’s hella late and people are starting

to tire from the long day and night of shooting scenes over and

over and over and over again. Ghost & Rae were feeling the

highs of the wrap, their scene footage, and the Good Vibes of

the remaining Gods that stayed til’ the very end. Once again my

girl Vicki C. hit "em with the "Hee’ and Rae & Ghost took time

out let Kronick build with THE TAG TEAM TWINZ.

KRONICK: So how you feelin’ Brotha?

RAE: Chillin’ baby. Feelin good right now. Feelin’ RIGHT!! Let’s

spark one.

KRONICK: So what's the whole concept with the Triumph Video?

RAE: It's an Invasion of the Body Snatchers; KILLA BEE Styie!

(I start laughing) It's like we just fuckin’ runnin’ thru New York_..

GHOST: You Know?!

RAE: ...On some hysteria like that.

GHOST: True Indeed!

RAE: We comin’ thru Right. That's all!

E.HO%T: Comin’ thru takin’ the muthafuckin’ place like Royz!
ings!!

"RAE: Bombin’ one day of Maddness. One day of MADDNESS

amongst a muthafuckin’ day of luxury with us.

GHOST: Word up!

RAE: You naw-a-mean?

KRONICK: WORD.

GHOST: It’s like, it’s like a game of Tennis. Like the Gods beztn
the Devil; God vs. Devil. You know, a nice friendly game of tennis

=== thru and just swipe thru, and just Shine

=w-2-mean? SHINE! You naw-a-mean?
- w=come in and Civilize the uncivilized. You
= /ERYTHING. Spread it; spread the

= 2 7= babies. You naw-a-mean?

¢ thought right there, which they can
w-a-mean? Birth but they analyze,

2n :&«:.i:‘; Whet S £ = That's when they realize. You naw-a-
KROMICK:- OF ¥e=
G=OST = oo k= Tzt That's us right therel!! That's Fact!!!

they analyze.
YOU BREATHE! You naw-a-mean?

= Wu-Tang, it seems as though or
= & Raekwon are like the Tag-Team

zrriors. But at the same time, we

aht other Brothas, which is in our
=an? That's Knowledge Cipher
w= 2! together on this, right here. You

LT

== & Ghost, you just get,



you get a little dosages. We k= 30
laughing in awe) You nam-=m=2n?
RAE: 500 milligrams. Oooon
GHOST: WORD! But whean you o=t 2l of us right there G, it's
like a pack of Adwil or sumo = You know, we comin’ ta fuckin’
just... cease all this pain

KRONICK: Pain Kiters

GHOST: We comin’ i= s=w=. We PAIN KILLERS!!. We' a JAR
that's sittin’ on you You naw-a-mean? That's that!
Whether it's in 2 0o zssetie! You naw-a-mean? Ina
tape deck or whatever n plastic, that's us right therell.
And that's why | told you . we come to Civilize the Un. You
know? Civilize.

KRONICK: Oocooh. Trus.

GHOST: You know?

KRONICK: No doubt, no doubt. Alright, with Only Built For Cuban
Linx and then The lronman: those two albums came at a time
when a lotia people wers tin’ the Wu after success after
success from the first alour e way thru all the solo joints.
What was it that you guys ¥ laying down on those albums
that's returning to the same Chambers on the next aloum?
RAE: (cutting me off) We Banged out FACTS! You naw-a-mean?
GHOST: Facts.

RAE: Facts that was comin’ so pure that, Niggaz just had to get
on it and RESPECT it!! You naw-a-mean?

KRONICK: Word.

RAE: It's like yo, we the type of Brothas where Yo; we Legislators

0 milligrams!! (we all start
That's me & Rae. But when...

)

WIN.

of whatever we dealin’ with right now. Everything is a Scripture;
it means somethin’ 1o us.

KRONICK: Right!

RAE: You naw-a-mean? We ain’'t got time to be actin’ like we
caught up in no illusion of luxury, or worrying about how people
feel. We know what we brung HERE!! We know what-the-Fuck
we brung to this Hip Hop Industry.

KRONICK: (to Wiggles) Hey let me touch that Blunt! (that's
being passed around to everyone but Me)

RAE: You naw-a-mean?

KRONICK: Yea.

RAE: So it's like, it's like at the same time like | said; we dealin’
with Mathematics right here. You cannot conquer that! You cannot
conquer what's Right!!

GHOST: (moving out of the car and accross the lot of people)
Hey Yo, God!!

RAE: And that's what time it is, Man. It's just that Yo, we stay
On-Point to Everything Man. We stay On-Point, Man. For Real,
*cause the Mind is a terrible thing to waste. And we know that!
And it's like that shit lives in all our Music. It's knowledge, it's
Knowledge. There’s gonna be a Jewel dropped in everything we
deal with.

KRONICK: (Humbly) True.

RAE: Whether it comes from me or whether it come from whoever.
You naw-a-mean?

KRONICK: Right.

RAE: It's like dealin’ with the best Knowers right now. We the

the gods said chillll!




best Knowers. And our Hip Hop is, is, is no different from anybody
else’s. But it's the way we present it. It's like, we don’t go to
certain beats that fuckin’ make the song work! We, we put you -
right where-the-Fuck we want you to be at in this Shit, man. On
some Yo, this is it; THIS IS IT! Word!!

KRONICK: What are um, sone of the Ad-on’s or A.K.A.’s for
Shallah Raekwon The Chef? We know about Lou Daimonds.
What are some of the other one’s comin’ anew for the Wu-Tang
Forever LP?

RAE:It's like Yo Man, | got crazy-names. First of all, that's only
a character that exists within me. you naw-a-mean? Lex Diamonds,
Lou Diamonds. Borne Shallah Raekwon, Chef Ragkwon; I'm all
of them in all types of aspects. But it's like Yo, like | said man;
We Represent to the Fullest, Man. And dealin’ widdit like that,
it's like Yo Man, we ain’t got time for no games or whatever. We
kickin’ facts and this shit is Hip Hop For REAL!! It ain't just caught
up on some Yo, “well they takin” it like this now’. You wanna
learn from us Man. We can make a blind man see, Man. If he
just Fuckin’, take time to listen to what we dealin’ with. And that's
mentally, Man. It’'s like come on Man, we don't get all this Love
for nothin’!

KRONICK: True.

RAE: It's Love there cause it's an elevation of Understanding.
They UNDERSTAND us, Man. We don't change, Man! And that’s
the most important thing: to keep your Music so Fuckin’ adapted
to your People that Yo Man, even if you're a Superstar to them
or not you're still you. You're still YOU on some, "That's the God
right there. They makin’ Music for us to Understand and we still
enjoyin’ it!

KRONICK: You know when you page someone and you wanna
let ét;em know that it's you. What number do you leave at the
end?

RAE: | leave 7-7 cause it's like only representin’ God. Representin’
Me. My cipher’s divine. See, a cipher consists of a circle of 360-
degrees of Knowledge Wisdom & Understanding. That't what
exists within Me. So that's all | consist of and I'm the Sun at the
same time. I'ma shine my light on those who are uncivilized.
KRONICK: So how does the seven work in with that?

RAE: The seven symbolic’s Me as bein’ God. This Brotha; this
what tells us in our Mathematics that Yo, God Cipher is Divine!
Divine is Pure. So therefore when you dealin’ with that, it's like
everything around you must be cleansed with nothin’ but
Righteousness. That's how we Live, Man. The Music is just a
form of Entertainment right now that makes everybody else
Understand Us. But we live like this Daily! Cause this is US!!
KRONICK: Alright so Rae, it seems like now with the Second
Coming; Wu-Tang Forever, twice-as-nice double-cd, the sun will
not set on the Wu Conglomerate or the Wu Empire.

RAE: Itll keep shining. Itll keep passin’ Light to those that need
to know.

KRONICK: What can the people that are already familiar with
Wu, that have every single joint, solo and the old album, as well
as the people that are just now leamnin’ about the Wu; the whole
new Generation of young people comin’ up: what can they all
look forward to in this next Joint?

RAE: What they could look forward to in this album is like | saic.
They'll be able fo learn off this, Man! This is somethin’ that’s from
the Heart Man! This album can teach a blind man how to se=.
a crippled man how to walk. If all you do is just Understand whers
we comin’ from. You see what I'm sayin? It’s all Hip Hop, but s
Knowledge at the same time. And that’s what we dealin’ with. &£
don'’t take that much. When you listen to the album, you're gonnz
draw it up on some, "Hmmmmn, they takin' us thru this, they
takin’ us thru that, they takin’ us thru here...’ And it's like th
what we always dealin’ with!! Cause that's the Main Factor
there; is to be able to make you Understand, Man. That's all. W
just tryin’ to get an understandin’ across, Man!

KRONICK: (after a few more off-the-record words with The Chef
about the Menu, we caught up with Tony Starks. Even at 2:20
in the morning this Brotha is as animated as ever. So the four of

!

us [Me, Wiggles. Loup-D, & Ghost] form a mini-cipher and it went
a little so—=un ke this...) Alright let’s holla at Ghost.

GHOST: Wras wp, S'up, S'UP???

KRONICK: = Ghost, we got just one more question for you.
GHOST: '™ s=yin’, Media here. What's goin’ on?

KRONICK: v==_ | wanted to know is the Ghostface persona
comin’ b2ck? You know, with the mask?

GHOST: ¥= nack If's back already, G! You naw-a-mean? It's
back s Sack Catch me onstage or sump'in. The shit is BACK!
It's, ¥'s. ¥= === & always been there, but it's just that I'm a man
of disguise. & One minute I'm Ghost, next I'm Tony Starks, next
I'm Bamaby Jones...

KROMNICK: —===""! Barnaby Jones?!?

GHOST: = ik= = Mood! But 'm Me. | am You. We are the same.
So | couls o= whztever, | could be tree...Whatever. But this is
Me...the Si=rs out here!

KROMICK: W= o you leave at the end of your pager when
you page somecns?

GHOST: Wiz oo | leave?

KROMICX: _k= = number code?

GHOST: | m==~__ Al numbers is me. You know, Mathematics is
infinte So | =owe =ave anything, you naw-a-mean? If it's verbal,
Il le=ve weanswer-whatever. It's like | can't really go “head and
manfess #= o you. But it's like, if you're lookin’ for a specific
number & you = wrong! Cause you can't mark a number on
somemir Ters rente. You can't limit that. Mathematics is such
that === = ==—== 0. Then 1 again. All we can do is keep addin’
on. So | sowe s oe like, | leave 5 or 6's or whatever. It don't
gven maks = dference! QR

KROMICK: Whar s the Mathematics.for the Day?
GHOST = M=r=—atics for the Day G, is to travel in Harmony.
And = Te s=—e e, don't fall victim to the four Devils. Which
is Jealousy Lust Greed, and Hate. That's the Mathematics for,
for i %o = o &2 Uncivilized out there. You naw-a-mean?
KROMNBCK: Wiors

GHOST 2= == =~ and, and for the Brothas that DO KNOW;
it's Bome =iz mow s Knowledge Cipher Day. Right now you
2l 2= acwmowieaon my Cipher right now. So I'm takin’ You thru
this nght hess Yo naw-a-mean?

KRONICK: Trar's nght. ,

GHOST W = o we not knowin’ G. So that’s the quote of
the Day =g Ser= Al the same time Yo, it's all goin’ by Saad
Allzn = Mess=r Pan. Word Up, so Yo; Hand’s Up!

my sesds mary his sS=CS cary his seecs




RZA CONTINUED

KRONICK: The last question | wanted to ask you has to do with,  RZA: Right.

like Philosophy & Physics. A lotta times, even prior to the first KRONICK: On 2 Metaphysical level or a Philosophical level,
Wu album when we would talk without the mic and without the what is the Foundation or the Basis of the Wu? Or Wu-Tang?
recorder, | would mention to you how a lotta people back then RZA: Simple. Mathematics.

did’nt really decipher where Brothas were comin’ from. And then,
now we're getting a lot more information to put the pieces together.

111 ® communication

When the guys at Mototorola were first developing the Pager, I'm sure they @idn® anticipate people using them for much more than
leaving phone numbers. What they didn't know was that everyone from the common stick-up-kid to your gay brothers uncle were
soon going to have pagers and that they would push the communicative capatities of the pager to the limit. Nowadays, when |
get hit on my box | have to check to make sure what it is. It could be a ph w—oer or 2 set of mild mannered numbers disquised
in "pager-talk". Pager-talk is @ way to communicate messages over the pager win Ihe use of numbers and dashes as a sort of
language. The first form of pager talk was the pager code, which is a numenc signature that's used like a name. The numbers
usually have some sentimental reason for being (birthdays, cars, etc.). Peopis wouc i=ave their code after punching in their phone
number. This way the person recieving the page would know who it was ™2t was paging them. Screening pages became more
common and many people wouldn't call back pages if they didn't know who & was (you never know if that crazy ex has gotten a
hold of your pager number). The next advancement in pager-talk was the assocaton of certain obvious numbers to actions that

would relate. For instance, 411>information, 747>jet, 5000>audi-I'm out. 2n2 #e ciassic 911>emergency. People could see the
potential and started brainstorming like crazy, and everyone was using & Gangbangers could now "187"(penal code for murder)
their enemies' pagers and homies could "911"(emergncy) each other. S&I & was ot enough for young teens. They had so much
to say but the vocabulary was very limited. Then emerged a new conceot =ssonng 2 number or combination of numbers to a
specific letter in the alphabet, this way you could spell out anything. If's kncz f= 520y e-mail in shorthand. For instance an "E"
would be the number "3" because they look similar when flipped horrizoniziy. &= “=" would be "12" Letters that look similar like
“M" and "W" would have the same number "177". The reciever of the message =wss o=n figure out what letter a number represents

by pluging in the possible variables and then figuring which letters will logiz=iy %= T2 maxe things even more complicated, there
were different diallects that emerged depending on who taught you. | r “a" represented by both the number “6"
and the number "8". This was the final level of pager-talk and not ev t at first. Those who weren't fluent soon

could gr2

found out that there were many people using it and to not know woulc o= = :’sa:fa-;a;e. Guys with girlfriends that were fluent
were geting messages saying "l miss you" from other guys, but to the boy™rens & nok=ad ke numeric jibberish. Soon | was seeing
“go to hell","goodnight", and "meet after school" appear on people’s pagers. a2 * couic understand it. People who use pager-talk

alot throw out prepositions to make room for long words. To make =y=- smorm=-. many started spelling things phonetically
to drop unneeded letters from words. The word "your" can be shorened o “yor”. Can you believe how efficiently people can
communicate with each other with just 10 numbers an Se=c=r? Those crazy kids. <Animal Chan>

(8]
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name> Skooter name> Wen-Dog name> Animal n=m=> MethodMan name> Alligator
pager code> 63 pager code> 177 pager code> 454 p=ger code> 1313 pager code> 275
reason> that's ‘ME', reason> first letter reason>Fm the ==som> W' is the reason> it spells out
them the numbers for of my name in SuperSport, the big 13 letier in the ‘A-P-L’ on the
the letters M & E pager talk block V8. 454 cubic aiphabet, get it? telephone pad
on the telephone pad inches for that ass
-, o T, RIES) - D - O e, =T, -, &7 L /K|
“!.l-'.'“ l..”- i“-L{ =171 11717 I-U“SPI ‘U
d i e h o g o t o h e I 1 1" m h o r n y

life as a shorty shoulidnt be so nf



THREE WEEKS LATER Wu Day 772: After much politickin’ with ~ KRONICK: Ok (wondering what does that make me then)??
the label, my girl Vicks [Wic-=m-F-y=-hafi-ta] C. hooked it up to 0.D.B.: Even though the C.1.A. and all that comes from me, it's
where | could speak win O Dimy S=stard and Genius on the like YO: | love them. Them is ME as far as I'm concerned. But
Wou-Line. Old Dirt Dogg was of pariicular interest to me since | don't sit here and say you gonna kill me!

didn’t see him at 2ll on e wiceo s= [but he's all over thedatests KRONICK: Hmmmm! Alright (still wondering, but somewhat
Blackstreet "Fix’ Video fe=tuming Sishone & Slash]. Genius W maintaining), um... it was reported in other magazines that you
also one that had slipped Tww our cuiches on the Video set = spent fime in Rikers Island.

because he had to skate ouf == with Masta Killa. | figured both.  0.D.B.ZYes. )
would be relatively simple becassad bad spoken with themforw  KRONICK: And then upon
prior Kronick stories, nghta#% ver spoke to GZAthat andjimage. Would you like
day, and when it came 088 Ty ude 0.D:B.zOsirus. Whenlle
was one of, “WHEN | FEEL LIEE T s & gonna build.
0.D.B.: (Dirty calls me gigses om B e and befo%{gg“n_,m KRONICK: Osirus like #
even get the recorder fumes LAY 0.D.B.: No, just Osirug
...You know what I'm s=§
KRONICK: (Cutting him 2
0.D.B.: Alright.
KRONICK: Kronick ;
EVER do a cover on the W-—T=ng Can. | haven!
Covers. But uh, we wers & 5= S2ckiner, a
blah blah, ya ya ya. But =mww=ye 'm coin’ this
WU IN A DAY Issue, 2nc | w=s = 52 Video s
Why weren’t you thers my Seoiner?

0.D.B.: Oh | was there, you Smow. Just 2 lotta B
see me. Cause | knew &= § 21 w=s doin’ the Co
KRONICK: True!!

release, there was a new name
pon that?
g.name is Osirus and I'm

r iptian Osirus?
annasay like’, if that’s how it
ol €0t that if you want to. But it’s just
‘Bastard: Osifus; The Follower. Ason Allah,
tity you wanna take it as. It's all one in

| 2st fime we got to speak and we did an Innerview,
e herb: you fold meyou didn't smoke Herb but
Icoholic. Are you tgally an alcoholic? Or do
t e on records with the "Drunken Style’?
0.D.B.: Uh, no. im the Master of the Fire-Water.
uldn’t KRONICK: Alright.
0.D.B. Yea, 'm the Master of the Fire-Water; basically it. That's

s gave my Nigga: that's my People. and my People gave

0.D.B.: And | didn r==lly m=rra D2 that Undercover. M. And we exchanged and it was nice. You know,

N
KRONICK: Alright. they surrouaded my Water with Firearms. And so | had to
0.D.B.: So | had o b= Owex ¥ou know what | mean? uh..shifting Gears)...My, my woman had to submit for awhile.
KRONICK: Unh-hui! Wl your presence was felt. Cause these children got to be Here. They got to be brought.
0.D.B.: Yes, thaf's ngit This is why the one is here now. And within the one is WHEW!;
KRONICK: Yes & w== 252 o= woy on MTV recently were you  there’s19 of “em.
saying over and owss T T o DUE the C.LA. killed you! What's KRONICK: (laughing somewhat because | know I'm gonna have
that all about? o figure this one out later) Nineteen in one??

(o]
550;0?8.: Yeaaaaaaa... 19 in one baby! 19. You know what | mean?
KRONICK: (scratching my forehead in frustration and yelling into
e speaker-phone) YOU'RE MAKING MY THIRD-EYE ITCH!!
'(We both laugh) You got me scratehin my PINEAL GLAND!!
KRONICK: S==iy™ - 0.D.B.: (Laughing at me) You got me scratchin’ my muthafuckin’
0.D.B.: You &now wiar | me=e” 1) say this man: basically man, & throat, too!! (then ever-so swiftly) Yo but look man, | gotta take
| ain't here 0w &= &wse sooody: or, Or... OR you know; tell...  one of them Real pisses. The Wu-Tang Album is gonna be the
Tell, TELL. Ev=nytony smowm wh=t © is. It's nothin’ that, that, that, ~ most Scientific thing you ever seen...
that, #hat-that =0 ¥==¢ =r =00t and manifestin’. That's what's ~ KRONICK: (knowing he’s ing his move, | cut him off) We-
Reall If | gi=c. ¥es 5= T & Wil=c me YES! The C.1 A, the el-well go ahead, Man_4an hold on. Go ahead and do your
Government. whoEwEr yoL wErTaE 52 ; i ing. | have about tepsmare questions | wanna ask you, if you
Anything you w=rmre =g T i =

0.D.B.: s al zbout ¥1de. Te = LA killed me (laughing)! That's
what it's 2Dout fwe= S0 S You know? It's nothing to really
explamalfs whats == 200 =wen Bke explainin’ no more. | talk

too much. ;

that man. And you ko 7 Yo PDIE, They Kl o .D.B.: Can we reak i down to one?

(We both erupt = Eugesr. Algont? ? & 4 : ONICK: Well breal%on down.in one. Go ahead Brotha; Wu-
KRONICK: | &mow. | smow. y Tang Forever. = i g

0.D.B.: Alngis = So 20t ===Wy no difference, ] 0.D.B.: That's right! %

It's the same s 4

KRONICK: Wl ¥= Sesause not 100 many.artists are comin’ out

%oBanm; S2ying s o now ITs 2 lotta things goin’ on and...
.D.B.: Yea.

RONICK:Speak uponiit!

£0.D.B.: Wu-Tang Foreyer. Um, when you look at day and night,
Tright? Yin.and Yanggit's all one in the same. It ain’t no Day and
here ain'tino Night to me. It's just strictly what it is. | ain’t tryin’

KRONICK: __ Muszess or Sy could otherwise be called ta put no symbols on nothin. No idols, or nothin! WU-TANG
Assassinations e woL s=0 whaisver we wanna call it! “FOREVER!! That's it! (Laughing at me!) You get it?!?

O.D.B.: Ye= you Smowm__

KRONICK: R==iny* After that, | plead with Dirty to come back after he took his piss

0.D.B.: Right ¥'s ===y | m==n, | ain't really got too much to but y'all know what happenned don't you? He walked away and
talk about . You smow | =r==0y said what | had to say. That's someone hung up the phone before he or Genius could come
Real and thafs 21 | =20 =%= & == And that's all my People could  back. And so | went about compiling all the Headshots for the
take as. Love: === 7= o= w0 TAKE IT AS it's Real: MY Innerview. | had all but given up on completing the Wu Cipher
PEOPLE# and thought to myself, *9 out of 10 ain’t bad!’ And then...

gotta get up and be somebody




A e 0T THE CLAR

11:30 P.M. Wu Day *%$#@!- 6 weeks later and a month after
the release of Wu-Tang Forever, the Brothas are fresh off a
European Tour that included England, Germany, and Amsterdam.
Now they’re in L.A. for the Wake-Up Show Tour Second
Anniversary. Wu are headlining and the sold-out Hollywood
Palladium is chanting WU-TANG. They put on an hour-long set
that included cuts from both group albums as well as a little
something from everyone’s solo joints. Afterward, | managed to
finagle my way Blackstage [Thanks Noa & Karen Lewis for the
411 & Press Passl] in order to catch up with the GZA. Tour
Manager Mook had informed him that | would need to speak with
the Genius in order to complete the Wu Cipher, and GZA was
more than willing to answer the few questions | had while cooling
off in their makeshift Dressing Room that was both HOT & Fui=
People. So here’s what we got from THE HEAD OF THE CLAN

KRONICK: Alright, coming to you Live & Direct from Blacksizge
at the Wu concert: Wake Up Show type shit! And Gza, Man I'm
completin’ the Cipher with the Wu-Issue for Kronick. And weve
been over this before, but one of the questions | did'nt ask was
how do you feel about bein’ in the Director's chair for more =n
a few Videos?

GZA: | think it's Great. It's a new Art form for me, you know?® &
different field of Work; it's like bein’ on the other side of the Game
Playin’ both sides. You know, you learn. You know, fyrics ar=
visual anyway and just to bring them into an aspect of Lz, Man

©'s 2 gr== g You know? And | like doin’ it! You know?
KROMICK. Wimc yvou reader: there’s a lot going on in the Room
dus =0 e f=o T here's three times as many people in the
room 2= T WL =nc Group Members are sitting around the
pesmete mowrs wexxad at the already large crowd that keeps
ge=mg =rger Semws. Raekwon, & | are sitting with our backs
%5 e =l copest= e door which is now invisible with a sea of
humes Sodles Siockng the otherwise 10-foot view) Alright. Now
while | m=we === =n over here on the left of me, gettin’ up and
—owr o Te umeh Video he actually sat in the Co-Director’s
char Ame | wes worcenn’ was there a reason why the GZA
was = Tee= 0 Div=ciors mode? Or was it an All In Together
STEeTooET

GZA Naw ©ow=s A1 o Together type-mode. See first of all, that
Te=tmenr mas w0y you know, Wu-Tang itself: a collaboration
of some Seotes o «now um, and at the time you know, we
=l mer= oo diessne Things. You know, | direct other Videos
oo Difies=nr oroiec=. you know? | don't do “em all. | do most,
you kmow? Thar's how e Network!

KROMICK. 2rore Now 2s far as the first album of Wu: Enter
The 3 Crarees Ther= s 2 little intercession segment there
wher=s Met wa=s sescroing 2l the roles of all the Members. And
fe s=u= = comrent o= e GZA was the Brains of it all.

GIA: The HeacT
KRONICK: Tre==c o' T

% 2. Yea! Going into the second album,
e Second Coming §=Ts 0

.t now; what are your vibes, your

KTT‘,

—

round ‘am of © Te nesres Tws




what are your wibes. sour Smmssnne. Wiscom, and Understanding
as far as your conmEuSORS. TomaEns e

GZA: The s=me conimiuians weanss e Iast one; or anything
We do, you Smoe™ = our e same =mount of Energy and full

potential i cvenyimg e dn 2= &= 2s fow we Focus on it. You
know wih=t i SR e Se==n. g kmow: | greatly Respect
that, you kmow. = Smoem e Tle you know? Basically that

i
0T

just goes back I e D=y == = e time put into this.
But we bese om T snE we wes =nes before it was all this
Record Shif ¥om e === == Mh=ss cersonally. So, you know,
that's 2ll m=ll 20 goa S = = oo Sig G's and little g’s in
this Shii. W= 2 == &= 0» == “ou know, each one teach
one.

KRONICKE: 2o s o= o W=t are some of the
COMMENES OF IIIEEN e wenme ove out to the public right
now abowr T ML Dhmmamenme T oranches of the tree like
the Wu Ecmams. e e =0 °

GZA: You smow s == s expandin’: we got stores
in quite = f=w =Es S L o um.We Blowin’ Up a little
suu’in! You smom s s amuss. We got Killa Army, Sunz
Of Man, Bowa =&~ S=m= oL wrow, Dreadie Kruger, Killa
Priest, 12 C T = o = Sor WE GOT Madd Shitt, Man!
Look form=nz 52 . e memered for this Wu Shit.

1

P

KRONICK: Alnght, and one of the last questions | wanted to ask
to um, from the time of The Mystery Of
€0 which Showed & Proved the mental

to the Lyrical Swords. | wanted to know what
gy on the Game of Chess as far as it goes to

aid, the game of chess is like a sword fight,
first before you move. It's like you must

k because the tongue is symbolic of the
and living and everything else is involved
0 what I’'m saying? So think before you
i you say, cause you can chop your own fuckin’

i And then one of the final questions: the final
nat are some of the Add-Ons or new Add-Ons
g into this new Wu album?
you mean Add-Ons?
dd-Ons like the Genius, the GZA, Maximillion...
GZA: A name dont make a Man, a Man make a name. | can’t
even get caught up into all that. You know what I'm sayin’? Yo!

uestion was., wi
- L nwaoo, ™

AND THE WORLD BELONGED TO WU...

they got short arms and deep pockets
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